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conquered lie in the past. However terrible Austria's
plight in 1938 it has been overshadowed by the sufferings
in Czechoslovakia and Poland.
Austrians have the "honour" to speak the same
language as their Nazi conquerors. Because they were
unfortunate enough to have Hitler born in their midst,
they are regarded and treated just like people in any
other part of Germany. After two years' hard work on
Austria, the Nazi government has now, in war time,
completely amalgamated the Austrian administration
with that of the Reich.
Unlike Czechoslovakia, Austria has no longer a govern-
ment of its own. Seyss-Inquart, its first Nazi Statthalter,
is a Cabinet Minister of the Reich. His services are no
longer required in Austria and he spends his miserable
days as second in command to the Nazi overlord in
Poland, Frank.
Like Seyss-Inquart, every other Austrian Nazi, having
served his purpose and done his job of treason on behalf
of the Nazis, has been removed to other parts of the
Reich. Hundreds of thousands of Prussians have been
sent to Austria to eliminate what is left of the specific
character of the Austrian people.
As they sit at their desks in Austrian offices they wonder
whether and how they will succeed. Austria, and Vienna
in particular, has always been difficult ground for
any government. The Viennese have a way of looking
at things, of speaking their minds, of taking their
own course of action which can baffle even a Nazi
oppressor.
Once it was said of Austria that everything there, even
dictatorship, was tempered by slackness. But Austria's
slackness presents a special problem in this war. The
Austrians are dissatisfied, Nazi rule has overwhelmed